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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ness County Bank in-Ness City was founded by N. C. Merrill
on July 1, 1885. Construction of the three-story stone bank building,
which is locally known as the "Skyscraper of the Plains," began in
the fall of 1888. Drawings presented by James C. Holland of Holland
and Hopkins in Topeka were chosen by the bank's board of directors
from nine plans submitted by various architectural firms. The
building contract was awarded to William Ruff of Ness City on November
29, 1888; the stone, which came from Ness and Chase counties, was
dressed by D. J. Rogers of Newton, and the stone detail in the arches
of the building was handcarved by P. A. Narey of Bazine. By July,
1889, construction had reached the second story, and by the end of
October the firm of Eator and Craver of Ness City was preparing to
work on the roof and cornice. The Ness County Bank moved into its
new quarters July 9, 1890, with N. C. Merrill as president and J. G.
Arnold as vice-president. Also housed in the bank building were the
Merrill Trust Company, the-Ness County Real Estate Company, and a
new job press with which Merrill printed a monthly real estate
journal. The reported cost of the finished structure was $35,000.

Merrill's banking business, which served wide areas of Kansas
and Colorado, thrived for a time, but when hard times came in 1893,
the bank building was sold for taxes. The Ness County State Bank,

a successor to the Ness County Bank, continued to operate in the
building until January 8, 1898, when it was taken over by the First
State Bank of Ness City. The result of this merger was the Citizens
State Bank which occupied the old Ness County Bank building until
1922. The last bank in the building for any léngth of time was the
First National Bank which operated until the early 1930's.

The Ness County Bank building also housed the county court and
offices from 1903 until 1917, served as a U. S. post office for approx-
imately 20 years beginning about 1940, and was used for apartments
and business offices. Presently the Masonic Lodge occupies the third
floor, and has done so since 1919; the first floor is used as a meet-
ing room for elderly citizens; a Christian Science reading room is
in the basement; and there are a number of offices still in use.

The Ness County Bank is important to the county and community for
the part it has had in their development. Architecturally, this hand-
some stone building stands as a monument to the fine craftsmanship
prevalent in the late nineteenth century. Its imposing size and exqui-
site detailing makes it a landmark on the western Kansas plains.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If knéWn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ness County Bank building, located in Ness City, Kansas,
is one of the most elegant buildings in West Central Kansas. This
Romanesque style building is approximately 85 feet long, 55 feet
wide, and 50 feet high. A dominant square entrance tower is located
at the southeast corner, overlooking the intersection of Main
street and Pennsylvania avenue. Two other entrances, one on the
east and the other on the south, also serve the building.

The bank building has a full basement and stands three and
one-half stories above ground. The building materials are a
combination of cut and carved limestone laid in common bond. A
finely carved stone parapet, which also serves as the cornice,
encloses a flat tar roof.

The fenestration of the building has numerous shapes and
groupings. Window shapes vary from completely circular to rectan-
gular to pie-shaped. Groupings range from single circular or
rectangular openings to groupings of two and three rectangular
windows with arched or rectangular transoms. Doors are basically
rectangular in shape with arched or rectangular transoms. Door
and window frames are of wood while the lintels and sills are
limestone.

Probably the most striking feature of the building is the
entrance tower with "Ness Co. Bank" engraved in the arches on
the south and east sides of the tower. Its pyramidal roof struc-
ture is flanked by four cut sténe: spires. The stonework on the
tower exemplifies the fine craftsmanship -6f the 1880's. Done
in fulleated leaf, the carvings are used as column and pilaster

The exterior of the building appears to be basically as it
was originally except for a second pyramidal tower roof at the
south entrance which was blown off by a severe windstorm.
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"Ness City Contemplates Buying Her Historic 'Prairie Skyscraper,'"
Great Bend Tribune, March 19, 1967.
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27, June 15, 1889; January 8, 1898; August 15, 1903.

Walnut Valley Sentinel (Ness City), December 8, 1888; August 22, 30,
1890.
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